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The Road to Recovery 2010 

Recovery is a God Thing 

February 13 & 14, 2010  

The Second Step  

Scripture:  John 15:5, 1 Samuel 13, Ezekiel 36:35, Philippians 2:13(b) and 2 Corinthians 3:5 

How Big Is Your Foolishness Factor?  Are You Ready To Be Wowed?

Saul’s Big Boo-Boo 
 

Please turn to 1 Samuel 13, let’s 
see how one king lost his way as he 
misplaced his trust. 
 
 

It’s Not All About Us:  God is Big 

 "Therefore, tell Israel, 'Message of 
God, the Master: I'm not doing this 
for you, Israel. I'm doing it for me, 
to save my character, my holy 
name, which you've blackened in 
every country where you've gone. 
I'm going to put my great and holy 
name on display, the name that 
has been ruined in so many 
countries, the name that you 
blackened wherever you went. 
Then the nations will realize who I 
really am, that I am God, when I 
show my holiness through you so 
that they can see it with their own 
eyes.    

 "'For here's what I'm going to do: 
I'm going to take you out of these 
countries, gather you from all over, 
and bring you back to your own 
land. I'll pour pure water over you 
and scrub you clean. I'll give you a 
new heart, put a new spirit in you. 
I'll remove the stone heart from 
your body and replace it with a 
heart that's God-willed, not self-
willed. I'll put my Spirit in you and 
make it possible for you to do what 
I tell you and live by my 
commands. You'll once again live in 
the land I gave your ancestors. 
You'll be my people! I'll be your 
God!  

 "'I'll pull you out of that stinking pollution. I'll give 
personal orders to the wheat fields, telling them to 
grow bumper crops. I'll send no more famines. I'll 
make sure your fruit trees and field crops flourish. 
Other nations won't be able to hold you in contempt 
again because of famine.  

 "'And then you'll think back over your terrible lives—
the evil, the shame—and be thoroughly disgusted 
with yourselves, realizing how badly you've lived—all 
those obscenities you've carried out…. Message of 
God, the Master: On the day I scrub you clean from all 
your filthy living, I'll also make your cities livable. The 
ruins will be rebuilt. The neglected land will be worked 
again, no longer overgrown with weeds and thistles, 
worthless in the eyes of passersby. People will 
exclaim, "Why, this weed patch has been turned into a 
Garden of Eden! And the ruined cities, smashed into 
oblivion, are now thriving!" The nations around you 
that are still in existence will realize that I, God, 
rebuild ruins and replant empty waste places. I, God, 
said so, and I'll do it.  Ezekiel 36:22-31, 33-36 The 
Message 

Really, Really Good News 

Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim 
anything for ourselves, but our competence comes 
from God.  2 Corinthians 3:5 NIV 
 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides 
in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 ESV 

For it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.  Philippians 2:13 ESV 

 

 

*TrueFaced principles are extrapolated from TrueFaced, by Bill 
Thrall, Bruce McNicol and John Lynch – read about them in more 
detail by purchasing their materials at the back table of NSC. 



 

  

 

 
Christ-centered 12 Steps 

 

Step 1 We admitted that we were powerless over our dependencies 
- that our life had become unmanageable. 

Step 2  We came to believe that a power greater than ourselves 
could restore us to sanity. 

Step 3  We made a decision to turn our life and will over to the care 
of God. 

Step 4  We made a searching and fearless moral inventory of 
ourselves. 

Step 5  We admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human 
being the exact nature of our wrongs. 

Step 6  We were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects 
of character. 

Step 7  We humbly asked him to remove our shortcomings. 

Step 8  We made a list of all persons we had harmed and became 
willing to make amends to them all. 

Step 9  We made direct amends to such people wherever possible, 
except when to do so would injure them or others. 

Step 10 We continued to take personal inventory, and when we were 
wrong, promptly admitted it. 

Step 11 We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our 
conscious contact with God, praying only for knowledge of 
his will for us and the power to carry it out. 

Step 12 Having had a spiritual awakening, we tried to carry this 
message to others and to practice these principles in all our 
affairs. 

 

 

God grant me the serenity  
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time;  
Enjoying one moment at a time;  

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
Taking, as He did, this sinful world  

as it is, not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things right  

if I surrender to His Will;  
That I may be reasonably happy in this life  

and supremely happy with Him  
Forever in the next. 

Amen. 
--Reinhold Niebuhr  

 

 

 

 
  

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT NORTHSTAR Childcare at Bon Air 

Baptist Church—Buford Road Campus (BABC)  

9:30 a.m. Women’s Group rm 119 at BABC  

9:30 a.m. Men’s Group in Bon Air Elementary Cafeteria 

11:00 a.m. Message at Bon Air Elementary School Gymnasium  

 NORTHSTAR  SATURDAY NIGHTS AT BABC   

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Spirituality & Recovery Women’s group rm 342 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry (infants – 5th grade) 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Refreshments, music and message  

7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirituality & Recovery Men’s group rm 340 

MONDAY SPIRITUALITY & RECOVERY GROUPS AT BABC   
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Men’s Spirituality & Recovery group rm 341 

Men’s Sexual Addiction Group - call 804 512 2625 for information 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS at BABC   
Noon - 1:00 p.m. AA Meetings rm 348 

WED. SPIRITUALITY & RECOVERY GROUPS AT BABC  
Childcare available 

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Men’s group rm 206  

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Women’s group rm 342   

 
Call 804 677 7825 for information  

WWW.NORTHSTARCOMMUNITY. COM 

 

PIERCE PETTIS CONCERT  
 

ON MARCH 20 AT 7 P.M. AT BABC 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
EMAIL INFO@NORTHSTARCOMMUNITY.COM  

OR  
FILL OUT A WELCOME SHEET 

 
www.NorthStarCommunity.com/media 

WELCOME  

NorthStar Community is for anyone who wants to explore new ways of dealing with the pain of living in a 

complicated world.  If you have never been to church, or if you have not found a church home, this could be 

the opportunity for you to begin an amazing spiritual journey.  Thanks for joining us this morning. 
 

 


