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Love as protection against shame and sin

Betrayal distracts us from the central issue

e Experiences with betrayal inflame, shame, and tempt us to
forget the real deal.

e Sin, for which we have absolutely no hope of handling, rips off
our God-vision goggles, and we lose our way.

What do we do with our shame?

Answer this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with
his own presence, his Holy Spirit, working things in your lives you
could never do for yourselves, does he do these things because of
your strenuous moral striving or because you trust him to do them in
you? Don't these things happen among you just as they happened with
Abraham!? He believed God, and that act of belief was turned into a
life that was right with God. Galatians 3:5-6, The Message

Can't you see the central issue in all this? It is not what you and | do—
submit to circumcision, reject circumcision. It is what God is doing,
and he is creating something totally new, a free life! All who walk by
this standard are the true Israel of God—his chosen people. Peace and
mercy on them! Galatians 6:15, The Message

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely | have a delightful inheritance. | will praise the lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart
instructs me. | have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, | will not be shaken. Psalm 16:6-8 NIV

Good News, Bad News

"l am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every
branch of me that doesn't bear grapes. And every branch that is grape-
bearing he prunes back so it will bear even more. You are already
pruned back by the message | have spoken. "Live in me. Make your
home in me just as | do in you. In the same way that a branch can't
bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can't
bear fruit unless you are joined with me. "l am the Vine, you are the
branches. When you're joined with me and | with you, the relation
intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated,
you can't produce a thing. Anyone who separates from me is
deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you make
yourselves at home with me and my words are at home in you, you
can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon.
This is how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes,
when you mature as my disciples. "I've loved you the way my Father
has loved me. Make yourselves at home in my love. If you keep my
commands, you'll remain intimately at home in my love. That's what
I've done—kept my Father's commands and made myself at home in
his love. "I've told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might
be your joy, and your joy wholly mature. This is my command: Love
one another the way | loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put
your life on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do
the things | command you. I'm no longer calling you servants because
servants don't understand what their master is thinking and planning.
No, I've named you friends because I've let you in on everything I've
heard from the Father. "You didn't choose me, remember; | chose
you, and put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won't spoil. As
fruit bearers, whatever you ask the Father in relation to me, he gives
you. "But remember the root command: Love one another. "If you
find the godless world is hating you, remember it got its start hating
me. If you lived on the world's terms, the world would love you as
one of its own. But since | picked you to live on God's terms and no
longer on the world's terms, the world is going to hate you. John
15:1-19, The Message

Session 4: Pausing to Prepare



