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The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.  I will praise the lord, who counsels me; even at night my 
heart instructs me.  I have set the Lord always before me.  Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  Psalm 16:6-8 NIV 
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Standing on Principle or Walking by Faith? 

What we do matters 

Example - Instructions for living:  Wives, understand and 
support your husbands by submitting to them in ways that honor 
the Master.  Husbands, go all out in love for your wives. Don't take 
advantage of them.  Children, do what your parents tell you. This 
delights the Master no end.  Parents don't come down too hard on 
your children or you'll crush their spirits.  Servants, do what you're 
told by your earthly masters. And don't just do the minimum that 
will get you by. Do your best. Work from the heart for your real 
Master, for God, confident that you'll get paid in full when you come 
into your inheritance. Keep in mind always that the ultimate Master 
you're serving is Christ. The sullen servant who does shoddy work 
will be held responsible. Being a follower of Jesus doesn't cover up 
bad work.  And masters, treat your servants considerately. Be fair 
with them. Don't forget for a minute that you, too, serve a 
Master—God in heaven.  Colossians 3:18-4:1, The Message 

Heart and Hands work together 

"If you grow a healthy tree, you'll pick healthy fruit. If you grow a 
diseased tree, you'll pick worm-eaten fruit. The fruit tells you about 
the tree. You have minds like a snake pit! How do you suppose 
what you say is worth anything when you are so foul-minded? It's 
your heart, not the dictionary, that gives meaning to your words. A 
good person produces good deeds and words season after season. 
An evil person is a blight on the orchard. Let me tell you something: 
Every one of these careless words is going to come back to haunt 
you. There will be a time of Reckoning. Words are powerful; take 
them seriously. Words can be your salvation. Words can also be 
your damnation."  Matthew 12:33-37, The Message 

 

Dangerous Deceit 

 "You're hopeless, you religion scholars and Pharisees! Frauds! You 
burnish the surface of your cups and bowls so they sparkle in the 
sun, while the insides are maggoty with your greed and gluttony. 
Stupid Pharisee! Scour the insides, and then the gleaming surface will 
mean something. Matthew 23:25-26, The Message 

Get out of denial – all have sinned and fallen short 

Another day, a man stopped Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what 
good thing must I do to get eternal life?" Jesus said, "Why do you 
question me about what's good? God is the One who is good. If you 
want to enter the life of God, just do what he tells you."  The man 
asked, "What in particular?"  Jesus said, "Don't murder, don't 
commit adultery, don't steal, don't lie, honor your father and 
mother, and love your neighbor as you do yourself."  The young 
man said, "I've done all that. What's left?"  "If you want to give it all 
you've got," Jesus replied, "go sell your possessions; give everything 
to the poor. All your wealth will then be in heaven. Then come 
follow me."  That was the last thing the young man expected to 
hear. And so, crest-fallen, he walked away. He was holding on tight 
to a lot of things, and he couldn't bear to let go. As he watched him 
go, Jesus told his disciples, "Do you have any idea how difficult it is 
for the rich to enter God's kingdom? Let me tell you, it's easier to 
gallop a camel through a needle's eye than for the rich to enter 
God's kingdom."  Matthew 19:16-24, The Message 

What’s the point? 

• It’s time to stop pointing fingers and start washing dishes 
• Our fruit matters, but that’s not the entire story 
• Planting an orchard is an inside job 
• It’s not about following rules but it is about following 


