Secret Sins and Sacred Truths: Building Loving Relationships In A World Desperately In Need of Recovery

Boundary Basics — A Man’s Perspective
Work

"God's kingdom is like an estate manager who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. They agreed on a wage of a
dollar a day, and went to work. "Later, about nine o'clock, the manager
saw some other men hanging around the town square unemployed. He
told them to go to work in his vineyard and he would pay them a fair
wage. They went.

"He did the same thing at noon, and again at three o'clock. At five o'clock
he went back and found still others standing around. He said, "Why are you
standing around all day doing nothing?'

"They said, 'Because no one hired us.
"He told them to go to work in his vineyard.

"When the day's work was over, the owner of the vineyard instructed his
foreman, 'Call the workers in and pay them their wages. Start with the last
hired and go on to the first.

"Those hired at five o'clock came up and were each given a dollar. When
those who were hired first saw that, they assumed they would get far
more. But they got the same, each of them one dollar. Taking the dollar,
they groused angrily to the manager, 'These last workers put in only one
easy hour, and you just made them equal to us, who slaved all day under a
scorching sun.

"He replied to the one speaking for the rest, 'Friend, | haven't been unfair.
We agreed on the wage of a dollar, didn't we? So take it and go. | decided
to give to the one who came last the same as you. Can't | do what | want
with my own money? Are you going to get stingy because | am generous?

"Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and
the last first." Matthew 20:1-16, The Message

People don’t care how much you know until they know how
much you care.
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Marriage

Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for
the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the
church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says
is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white
silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their
wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already
“one" in marriage.

No one abuses his own body, does he? No, he feeds and pampers it.
That's how Christ treats us, the church, since we are part of his body.
And this is why a man leaves father and mother and cherishes his wife.
No longer two, they become "one flesh." This is a huge mystery, and I
don't pretend to understand it all. What is clearest to me is the way
Christ treats the church. And this provides a good picture of how each
husband is to treat his wife, loving himself in loving her, and how each
wife is to honor her husband. Ephesians 5:25-33, The Message

SEE GALATIANS 5:23 AND 2 PETER3:9

You need to avoid taking ownership for your mate’s life.
Children

"Don't bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This is not
a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we're in. If your little boy asks
for a serving of fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate?
If your little girl asks for an egg, do you trick her with a spider? As
bad as you are, you wouldn't think of such a thing—you're at least
decent to your own children. And don't you think the Father who
conceived you in love will give the Holy Spirit when you ask him?"
Luke 11:11-13, The Message

Fathers, don't exasperate your children by coming down hard on
them. Take them by the hand and lead them in the way of the
Master. Ephesians 6:4, The Message

We don’t have the power to change someone else
but we can influence them.

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely | have a delightful inheritance. | will praise the lord, who counsels me; even at night my
heart instructs me. | have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, | will not be shaken. Psalm 16:6-8 NIV
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