Celebrating Renewal — One messy step at a time 1122-09

Does God love a doubting Thomas?
When “maybe” is all we can muster...

But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, "We saw
the Master." But he said, "Unless I see the nail holes in his hands,
put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, | won't
believe it." Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This
time Thomas was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors,
stood among them, and said, "Peace to you." Then he focused his
attention on Thomas. "Take your finger and examine my hands.
Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don't be unbelieving.
Believe." Thomas said, "My Master! My God!" Jesus said, "So, you
believe because you've seen with your own eyes. Even better
blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing."” Jesus
provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in this
book. These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and in the act of believing, have real and
eternal life in the way he personally revealed it. John 20:24-31, The
Message

While they were saying all this, Jesus appeared to them and said,
"Peace be with you." They thought they were seeing a ghost and
were scared half to death. He continued with them, "Don't be upset,
and don't let all these doubting questions take over. Look at my
hands; look at my feet—it's really me. Touch me. Look me over from
head to toe. A ghost doesn't have muscle and bone like this." As he

said this, he showed them his hands and feet. They still couldn't
believe what they were seeing. It was too much; it seemed too good
to be true. He asked, "Do you have any food here?" They gave him a
piece of leftover fish they had cooked. He took it and ate it right
before their eyes. Then he said, "Everything | told you while | was
with you comes to this: All the things written about me in the Law of
Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled." He
went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, showing
them how to read their Bibles this way. He said, "You can see now
how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead on the
third day, and then a total life-change through the forgiveness of
sins is proclaimed in his name to all nations—starting from here,
from Jerusalem! You're the first to hear and see it. You're the
witnesses. What comes next is very important: | am sending what
my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he arrives,
until you're equipped with power from on high." Luke 24:36-49, The
Message

Pausing to Prepare with food for thought

1. How d o esdendéreesponse to Thomas and the other
doubting disciples encourage you?

2. What would you do differently this week if you made the
decision to trust God even with your doubts?

“Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. Ifyou can’t believe that, believe what you see - these works. The person who trusts
me will not only do what I'm doing but even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I've
been doing...A loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him
- we’ll move right into the neighborhood!” The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our
own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to finish.

John 14:11-12, John 1:14, The Message



