
Passion And The Painful Pursuit Of Perfection 

 

A study for messy people who wonder about what it means to love God AND live with passionate desires, character defects and painful imperfections  
 

Carnal Knowledge 

For the weapons of our warfare are not ŎŀǊƴŀƭΧ                                                                 

2 Corinthians 10:4 KJV 

Carnal ς fleshly conjured up; natural; uninspired 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ manipulation, but they are for 

demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture.  We use our powerful 

God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected 

against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and 

impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ.  Our tools are ready at 

hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of 

obedience into maturity.  2 Corinthians 10:4-6 The Message 

Maturity ς the state of being fully developed in character and powers; 

complete in detail. 

²Ƙŀǘ ŎŀǊƴŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ 

1.  /ŀǊƴŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊ ŎǊŀǾƛƴƎǎ ς in fact, it collaborates 

with them! 

2. /ŀǊƴŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŜǇƛŎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ς it lives 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΧΦ 

The Lord will not let the godly go hungry, but he refuses to satisfy the 
craving of the wicked.  Proverbs 10:3 NLT 
 
Invitation ς Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he 
with me.  Revelation 3:20 NIV 

 

DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎΧΦ 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices so they could embalm him.  Very 
early on Sunday morning, as the sun rose, they went to the tomb.  
They worried out ƭƻǳŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌƻƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳō ŦƻǊ ǳǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇΣ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
rolled back ς it was a huge stone ς and walked right in.  They saw a 
young man sitting on the right side, dressed all in white.  They were 
cƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀōŀŎƪΣ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ bŀȊŀǊŜƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƻǎǎΦ  IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇΤ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦƻǊ 
yourselves that the place is empty.  Now ς on your way.  Tell his 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ 
beside themselves, their heads swimming.  Stunned, they said nothing 
to anyone.     Mark 16:1-8 The Message 
 
aȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ CŀǘƘŜǊΧǘƻ 
strengthen you by his Spirit ς not a brute strength but a glorious inner 
strength ς that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite 
him in.  And I ask him that with both ŦŜŜǘ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƻƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
be able to take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  wŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘΗ  ¢Ŝǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΗ  
Plumb the depths!  Rise to the heights!  Live full lives, full in the 
fullness of God.  God can do anything, you know ς far more than you 
could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  
Ephesians 3:14-20 The Message 
 
 


