
Passion And The Painful Pursuit Of Perfection 

 
 

A study for messy people who wonder about what it means to love God AND live with passionate desires, character defects and painful imperfections 
 

The Invitation and Our Response 

Invitation ς Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he 
with me.  Revelation 3:20 NIV 
 

Χhe rewards those who earnestly seek him.  Hebrews 11:6(b) NIV 

Diligence ς earnest ς DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƪȊŜǘŜƻέ ς to zealously seek for 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ƳƛƎƘǘΣ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 

power in the passionate search; persistent; hard-working 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what 

it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is 

like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at 

himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But 

the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 

and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing 

it ς he will be blessed in what he does.  James 1:22-25 NIV 

Merely listen /hearers only ς DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ άŀƪǊƻŀǘŜǎέ ς people who 

audit a class rather than taking it for credit 

Do ς DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ άǇƻƛŜǘŜǎέ ς ǎŀƳŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǇƻŜǘέΤ 
ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ άŎǊŜŀǘŜŘέΤ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
in order to achieve something 

 
 
 

 
The Process ς from foggy to free 

 
1. Understand that the battle is spiritual, mental, physical and 

emotional ς and attack the enemy on all fronts. 
 

a. SPIRITUAL 
 
 

b. PHYSICAL 
 

 
c. EMOTIONAL 

 
 

d. MENTAL 
 

 
e. SOCIAL 

 
 

f. DEVELOPMENTAL 
 

 
2. When appropriate, accept the epic nature of the battle and 

assume our rightful place in the story. 
 

 


