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Ridiculous Remaining 

Love is always supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting.                     
1 Corinthians 13:7  Contemporary English Version 

Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at 
you from all sides.  You know that under pressure, your faith-life is 
ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎΦ  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ 
of anything prematurely.  Let it do its work so you become mature and 
well-developed, not deficient in any way.   James1:2-4 The Message 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4 NIV 

Enduring - άIǳǇƻƳŜƴƻέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴΣ 

tarry behind, abide, not recede or flee, to persevere under misfortunes and 

trials, tƻ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜύΣ ǘƻ 

bear bravely and calmly.  Love never quits, surrenders or gives up.   

 

Tarrying with God 

Without solitude it is virtually impossible to live a spiritual life.  
Solitude begins with a time and a place for God and him alone.  If we 
really believe not only that God exists but also that he is actively 
present in our lives ς healing, teaching and guiding ς we need to set 
aside a time and a space to give him our undivided attention.  Henri 
Nouwen, Making All Things New 

 

Rushing with People 

Cheapening the principles of support, loyalty, trust and hope 
means that we grasp at straws, holding people too tightly, usurping 
DƻŘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
from messy to lousy loving when we throw out all our principles of 
healthy loving so that we can maintain contact with someone who 
ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅΦ 

Love strains forward with all its might to believe the very best 
in every situation.  Big believing in the best is not the same thing as 
denial.  It is not minimizing the situation.  Instead, it is taking the 
opportunity to say that in the midst of the bad behaving of ourselves 
or others, we are willing to look BEYOND the circumstance to the 
purposes of God.  We approach our messy love moments with a 
broader framework and a renewed perspective.  No longer are we 
ōŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ on 
mission.  We want our hut to be a place where we safely work on our 
άǎǘǳŦŦέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ς equipping us for our 
grand epic adventures.   

This kind of loving requires stamina.  It endures.  It trusts. 


