Passion And The Painful Pursuit Of Perfection

Shameful Imperfections Scorn Shame!!!

Basically, all of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start out in identical Shameci KS o0SfAST GKIFIG L FY gNRy3aA:
conditions, which is to say that we all start out as sinners. Scripture leaves
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Scr!ptures is not what God sagkout others but to us to whom these of the shame he had experienced in life. His identity and person were

Scriptures were addressed in the first place! Roman$@'the Message securely rooted in God. So, he was able to experience shaming experiences
D2RQA { dNIINRaAYy3I wSalRya SWI'[hOU'[ internalizing the shame. Jesus drew strength to reject shame from

the anticipdion of joy. We can let go of our shame when we allow

By entering through faith into what God has always wanted to do far us ourselves to remember that God has plans for us that include joy. We are
set us right with him, make us fit for hi(rwe have it all togethewith God not aimlessly adrift in life, headed nowhere, wanderers in a meaningless
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to God and discover at the same moment that he has already thrown open  LJdzN1J2 4 S & @ WSadzaQ FT2ff26SNAR aKlFNB &
his door to us. We find ourselves standing where we always hoped we might LJdzN1J2 &S Ay ONBI GA 2y @ ¢t2RIFe& ¢S Oty
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and shouting our praise. Romans-5:The Message includepy. w22 iSR Ly D2RQa [2@&S> o6& 58S
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future hope 6 the glory of God, but we bolim our present problems. We include:
boast intribulations, knowing that tribulation works out patience (the ability
to sustain pressure) and patience works out tested character. And the
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translation Father, we feel helpless against the shame that rises within us. We

acknowledge our powerlessness over our shame. We also claim the promise
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worked into something good. Romans 8:28 The Message prevailing purposes. You did not create me for shame, but for joy. Guide me
into the joy of my salvation! Amen

A study for messy people who wonder about what it means to love God AND live with passionate desires, character defects and painful imperfections Page 1



